‘STAT

.y

e

- needs i3 not more control but" loss* LastWedriesda

|
Approved For Release 2007/06/18 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100200024-6

ADTIX

‘\\.*-;,,,_w :, LUD ARNLELED LMD
JETN X! l [4

e 5 May 1980

h: Pruspocts for a comprenonsnre charter. for - low morale has commued under a sefic§ of dircctors:
4 the Central Intelligence Agency are dim. The - whose guidance of the.agency has been contested:
rﬂml gence commxftees in the Senate and the House by its members. There are sugges ions from serious -

=seen to have.taken the~view. Lbat whatrthe (CIA

observers, that its current chief, Adm: Stansficld
urner, 1s.confnout1 Cf’Lmts rataise:” ch
e CIA chrector : Wiltiam - Co*by,argmd

<the House (1te1hge1ce Committea: declmed to:bac
its chairmanina move to push for:a charter: Th
next day the Senate ‘Intelligence Committée gaveup”
on the ¢harter forithe:year, oroposmg' instead a%
=hortenwl bill to give the CIA more Scope ,
. The setback for the cnarter is in part th j
Iectmn-year politics.” Some- Reprhcans in_ Con: -
-gress - baiieve. that »a. Repubnca 1) Admmxstrauo
Cuuld propose a charter next.year more td.the agen-
¢ey's” hcmg, some Damocmts fcar being ‘accused of
vobma for a stringent bill; v -
Thu crises in Iran and Atg*lamsban are the CIA
bﬂst ally in thé congressional struggle.: “The agency.
has been appealing to a vaguely based but strongly .
felt belief in Congress that the CIA has been ;et
tered and that, if it hadn’t been, the Amerxcan pos
tionin the world would be, better..There:is’ n
:evidence for this belief, nor has the CIA offered an j
:It is true that the agency-has been rocked and, s
accounts. say, dnmerax.zed by the series of eve'xts :
that began with the revelations several yéars ago of;
widespread 11eg11 ahd questlonable acnvmes Tn°

plausxbly enouah we . thought—that "the .agency'd
‘would; act ‘more’ ef ffectively: and freely “if it knew-3
clearly what-was permitted and what was prohibits’
,ed In any case, a charter would prevent its agent
from the excesses they ‘had fallen into in the past.
_This, is not 0" deny that a charter i§ difficult to.;
wWrité. Its authors have to give the CIA | power io do’]
.the job without overdoing it. It ‘was partly in draw«
ing those fing, lines that the attempt foundered. -
»*One aspect of the short bill favored by the Senate
is clearly sensible: The number. of congressional:
commitiees to which the agency would have ta re:
port future actions would be cut from eight to two. "
If Congress—which got no help, by the-way, from;
an ambivalent: Admmlstrat}on—-xs ‘unable fo write a )
:charter ms year,sit .will- have! 10 next year.. The,,,
femesses of the past cannot bn forgotten the dandek

Jtisnot beyond the th of Congress, in ¢almer times
.10 write a charter that promotos American secu“lty‘
in ways cogszstent Wlth Amerzcan lxberty w0
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